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BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL MAY REGULAR MEETING MINUTES— MAY 23, 2022

Call to Order- Mayor Christie called the meeting to order at 6: 30PM

Pledge of Allegiance recited.

City Clerk Jertson called the Roll of Council- Council Members, Snow, Wozniak, Flynn, Fowler, Wilms and
Bourke were present.

Citizen Input:

Nina Berger, 8 Sidlaw Hills Dr. Spoke about speeding on her street. She was introduced to Police Chief
Graves and will talk with him about the issue.

Lynn Golbeck, 13 Sidlaw Hills Dr. She is concerned with lack of response on calls she made about fires on

lots in their area and also about litters at building sites and the lack of attention to this by builders.

Chris Nelson, 1 Harrington Dr. Concerned about illegal dumping in their neighborhood. He stated that

repeated attempts to get someone from the city to respond to his concerns went unanswered. He was

then contacted by CDS Director Doug Tapp. Doug Fowler stated that he followed up on the issue and
Chris agreed that he had.

Marc Warsaw, 5 Buckingham Dr. He has concerns about lot burning permits, he said he was unable to

get ahold of the Fire Marshall. He feels that a number of the lot burns are taking place with no

supervision on site. He asked also about sewer permits. He was told to follow- up with Village
Wastewater.

Elizabeth Gray, 12 Presley Lane. Building a new home right now and is wondering how to get the street
paved in front of her house. Will be addressed during reply period.

Randy Murray, 2551 Forest Hills Blvd. He spoke in favor of the proposed changes in the Ordinance on
the agenda concerning time requirements. He feels that this change is a positive move to take. He urged
council support for this Ordinance.

Mark Beem, 4 Sidlaw Hills Lane spoke about the same concerns as 2 previous speakers who live on the

same street. The speeding and the uncontrolled fires. Concerned for the residents of the area.

Council Reply:

John Flynn started by addressing the street paving issue brought up by Elizabeth Gray. He would be

happy to meet with her and discuss the situation further. He also addressed the concerns brought up by
the residents of Sidlaw Hills Lane. He asked if the fires spoke about are all past items or is some

happening now. He also wondered if Randy Murray was ok with 365 days for the change.

Doug Fowler then commented on the items brought up. He mentioned that there is a lot of activity in
building in Bella Vista and it is a messy business. Some builders don' t follow the rules all of the time. City
workers do the best they can to deal with all the issues, but there is a lot to try to monitor for a small
staff. He also commented on Chris Nelson' s concern about the deck lumber that had been dumped on a

vacant lot. He said it was hard to believe that no one in the neighborhood saw anything.
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Steve Bourke then thanked all the residents who brought their concerns to the meeting, he appreciated

that they took the time to come to the meeting with those concerns. He stated that the city is in the

business of serving the need of the community. We need to always strive to do better and we may not

be successful every time, but we need to try to improve wherever we can.

Larry Wilms stated that the city has made changes to deal with the issues that come up with lot burns.
The process has been streamlined and is easier to deal with because of those changes. Much of this can

be done online. Burns have to be approved by the Fire Department.

Jerry Snow stated that we are in the business of customer service, the residents are our customers. He
thanked everyone who came and spoke.

Jim Wozniak stated that people are looking for results if we don' t have enough staff to deal with the
issues, maybe we need to add more staff.

Doug Fowler again stated that in his opinion the city staff does it' s best to respond to issues and do the

best they can.

At that point a person who arrived after the list had been taken up front asked to speak. Mr. Wozniak

made a motion to give him his 3 minutes, it was seconded by Mr. Wilms. Roll call vote was taken and

approved unanimously.

Gregg Hastings, 34 Constance Circle he asked that an Ordinance similar to one in Maumelle AR be
passed in Bella Vista to prohibit tethered dogs. He stated several concerns about this issue and the

dangers that can occur from a tethered dog getting loose.

Mr. Wilms stated that dogs have to be tethered from 2 points according to the rules we have in place
right now.

Approval of the Minutes from the April 25th regular meeting. There were no errors or omissions cited

and a motion to approve was made by Mr. Snow, second by Mr. Fowler. Vote was unanimous to
approve.

Financial Report: February, March & April have been completed and published. Some copies were

brought to the meeting, they are available at city hall for anyone who would like a copy. The City
remains in very a good financial position with a surplus in sales tax revenue at this point.

A Motion to suspend the rules and read all Ordinances and Resolutions by title only was made by Mr.

Wilms, second by Mr. Flynn. Unanimous vote to approve was recorded.

BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO- 2022- 07 AMENDING SECTION 109- 42 VARIANCES OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF

THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO REMOVE TIME LIMITS OF ZONING VARIANCES, TO REDUCE THE REQUIRED

REVIEW CRITERIA FOR ZONING VARIANCES, TO REMOVE PARKING REDUCTION CONSIDERATIONS FROM

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. ( Staff Request 3rd and final reading) Mayor
Christie read the title and recognized Mr. Wilms who spoke about the changes in the Ordinance and

discussed the various reasons that the number of steps required was reduced from 8 to 3 and explained
that this will simplify the process for applicants. He then offered an amendment to the Ordinance to deal
with the time limit to allow the applicant more time in which to start the project. His amendment was



Page 3 of 4

seconded by Mr. Bourke. Mr. Bourke stated that this is a reasonable step to make to the Ordinance. Mr.

Flynn agreed. Roll call vote was taken and the amendment passed unanimously. At this point a Motion

was made to suspend the rules and move to third and final reading by Mr. Wozniak, second by Mr.
Wilms. Roll call vote again was unanimous to approve. The Mayor then read the Ordinance for the final

time and Mr. Wozniak moved approval, second by Mr. Wilms. Vote was again unanimous to approve.

ORDINANCE NO- AMENDING SECTION 107- 317 ACCESS MANAGEMENT OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO PROVIDE CLARIFICATION REGARDING ACCESS DRIVE DISTANCE FROM

INTERSECTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. Mayor Christie read the Ordinance and stated that there

were some diagrams added to the packet to show the placement of the driveway. This will move to

second reading next month.

R2022- RESOLUTION- RENAMING MOLD LANE TO MAC LANE. Since the resident requesting this has been

unable to secure agreement from the other resident of the Lane a motion to table until June was made

by Mr. Fowler, second by Mr. Flynn. All voted aye.

R2022- 26- RESOLUTION- EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO UTILIZE

FEDERAL- AID SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM— ATTRIBUTABLE FUNDS TO ASSIST

WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MERCY WAY CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS. Mayor Christie read this

Resolution and explained the need for this Resolution and the next related Resolution to make up for a

shortfall due to a need to move a power pole. Motion to approve by Mr. Flynn, second by Mr. Wozniak.
All voted aye.

R2022- 27- RESOLUTION- EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO UTILIZE

FEDERAL- AID TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM FUNDS TO ASSIST WITH THE CONSTRUCTION

OF THE MERCY WAY CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS. The Mayor then read this resolution and stated that

this is the other part of the previous Resolution. Mr. Wilms then thanked Emily Guffin for her work in
preparing these grant requests. Mr. Fowler moved approval, second by Mr. Wilms. Passed unanimously.

R2022- 28- RESOLUTION- AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER INTO A THREE- YEAR

LEASE CONTRACT WITH STRONGHOLD DATA, LLC, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED$ 39, 845. 70, FOR THE

LEASE OF DELL COMPUTERS AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT. Mayor read the Resolution and stated that

the city does not buy computers. We lease them on a 5 year plan, then turn them back in and update.

This allows the technology to remain current. Motion to approve by Mr. Wozniak, second by Mr. Flynn.
All voted to approve.

R2022- 29- RESOLUTION- AMENDING THE 2022 CITY BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE $ 309, 688. 00 IN

OTHERWISE UNAPPROPRIATED AND UNRESTRICTED FINANCIAL RESERVES TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

TO FUND THREE ( 3) ADDITIONAL FULL- TIME POLICE OFFICERS, INCLUDING EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES,

AND ONE ( 1) FULL- TIME POLICE RECORDS CLERK. Mayor Christie read the Resolution and explained that

this request was delayed in order to see how the tax revenue flow was in the first part of the year. Since

we have had positive results this is now being proposed to meet the needs of the department. Mr. Snow

move to approve, second by Mr. Flynn. Vote was unanimous to approve.

R2022- 30- RESOLUTION- AMENDING THE 2022 CITY BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE$ 1, 000. 00 IN OTHERWISE

UNAPPROPRIATED AND UNRESTRICTED FINANCIAL RESERVES TO DEPARTMENT NO. 10-

ADMINISTRATION TO FUND MINOR EXPENSES RELATED TO FUNCTIONS OF THE BELLA VISTA ARTS
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COUNCIL. Mayor Christie read the resolution and Mr. Bourke explained that this is in recognition of the

work of the volunteers on the Arts Council and to have a way to reimburse expenses that have been

being paid for by the volunteers out of their own pocket. It's a nominal amount and will be handled by
the Mayor upon request of the Arts council. Motion to approve by Mr. Wozniak, second by Mr. Wilms. All
voted to support.

R2022- 31- RESOLUTION- AMENDING THE 2022 CITY BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE$ 15, 000. 00 IN

OTHERWISE UNAPPROPRIATED AND UNRESTRICTED FINANCIAL RESERVES TO THE COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO FUND STIPENDS FOR MEMBERS OF THE BELLA VISTA

PLANNING COMMISSION, AUTHORIZING STIPENDS IN THE AMOUNT OF$ 150 PER PLANNING

COMMISSION MEETING FOR PLANNING COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE NOT THE CHAIR AND$ 180

PER PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING FOR THE PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR. Mayor read

the Resolution and stated that this is an attempt to recognize the many efforts put forth by

members of the Planning Commission. This is something that is being done by many cities in the
area. Mr. Wilms stated that Centerton also does give a stipend to their planning commission

members. Mr. Fowler stated that this very appropriate. Mr. Flynn agreed and stated that this is

overdue. Mr. Snow moved approval, second by Mr. Wozniak. Roll call vote was unanimous to
approve.

R2022- 32- RESOLUTION- APPROVING THE BELLA VISTA ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION

COMMISSION' S APPOINTMENT OF MELISSA WELLS AS A TOURISM INDUSTRY POSITION

COMMISSIONER TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING JULY 31, 2024, RESULTING FROM THE

RESIGNATION OF ASHLEY DOZIER. Mayor Christie read the Resolution Mr. Fowlerstated that this

position has been open for some time and this person will be a very good fir for the commission.

Mr. Fowler move approval, second by Mr. Flynn. Roll call was unanimous to approve.

Mayor Christie read the meetings and the announcements.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The next City Council Work Session will Monday June 20, 2022- at
5: 30PM at the Bella Vista Court Room.

The next Regular meeting of the City Council, Monday June 27, 2022 at
6: 30 PM at the Bella Vista Court Room.

Planning Commission Work Session will be June 2, 2021 at 4: 30PM. At
the Bella Vista Court Room.

Planning Commission Regular Meeting will be June 13, 2022 at
4: 30PM. At the Bella Vista Court Room.

Board of Construction Appeals will be June 14, 2022 if needed.

Meeting Adjourned at 7: 36PM
101111111"

G ERK

co i

City Clerk Wayne rt on P '°      : ' T Mayor Peter Christie

A


